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Facts and figures: 
 
Overall area to be developed  155 hectares 
Water          55 hectares 
Land      100 hectares 
Net building land        60 hectares 
Overall east-west extension  3.300 metres 
Overall north-south extension  1.000 metres 
Apartments     5.500 
Residents     10.000-12.000 
Business property to accomodate 40.000 jobs 
 
Political decision    1997 
Completion     2020-2025 
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Wilhelmsburg Area 35,3 km²  -  about. 50.700 Inhabitants - 1435 Inhabitants per km² 



 



Old churches and farms – New large housing estates 

Transport corridors – Container storage 



Flood catastrophy in 1962 



Population 
Total     under 18    15-25   over 64     Migrants    Percentage 

                                                   of migrants 



igs was opened 171 days 

 

About 900 events 

 

Deficit of 37 Million € 

 

Cost ca. 70 million € investment by Hamburg 

 

2,5 million visitors expected – 1,05 million visitors came 





Wilhelmsburg Mitte 
 

Veddel und Spreehafen 
 

METROZONES – Qualification of the inner periphery 
 

Weltgewerbehof 
 

Haus der Projekte 
 

Weltquartier 
 

COSMOPOLIS – Diversity of urban society as chance for urban society 
 
 

IBA Dock 
 

Energiebunker 
 

Energieverbund Mitte 
 

Energieberg Georgswerder 
 

City and climate change – Challenges to meet climate change 

Topics of  IBA 2013 Hamburg  

Harburger Schloßinsel 
 

Reiherstiegachse 
 

Bildungszentrum Tor zur Welt 
 



Metrozones – build the city in the city! 

• Create quality urban districts. 

• Shape the inner peripheries. 

• Promote urban compatibilities. 

Cosmopolis – turn diversity into strength! 

• Give globalization a productive form. 

• Facilitate an international community of good neighbourship. 

• Empower education, knowledge and culture! 

Ecoscapes – the city’s role in protecting the climate 

• Use local energy resources. 

• Build in climate neutral way. 

• Rethink urban development by and with the water. 



 



 



22 

Wilhelmsburg Mitte - 2013 

 



 



 

HafenCity 

 
- Jump in scale: 150 ha, plan-led, more complex, plan-led implementation  

  strategy, based on the Masterplan, inauguration of a special development 

  authority (Quango), brownfield („bluefield“) redevelopment, mix-use 

  development, only two listed buildings (warehouses), architectural  

  compitions for all buildings, controlled development from West to East,  

  revisions in the eastern part > more (public) housing 

 

„Leap across the river“ – IGS – IBA 

 
- Inhabited district: 13,5 sq km, IBA used as starting point for long term 

  strategy of upgrading and improvement, social inclusion, step-by-step  

  approach of infill, developing new ideas for participatioon and planning  

  procedures, unique format – urban planning as curated exhibition, 

  project-led experimental approach, combination of IBA and igs, locomotive 

  for urban (re-)development as well as an experiment 



Answers/comments for three main aspects: 

 
1. Unusual used formats in Hamburg, not copy & paste 

     Create a vision for the the long run, start with  step-by-step implementation, 

     making alternatives and changes always possible 

  

2.  Integrative approaches, no recipes, surveys before drafting plans, 

     Participation – Identify and involve all stakeholders,  

     Think global, act local – act global - think local, 

     combine „hard“ (legal) with „soft“ informal instruments, buttom up with 

     top down perspectives 

 

3. Preservation and conversion when possible, identify local advantages and 

    specifics for flexible, sustainable re-use and as anquors from  

    the past for the future 

 

Water is an important ressource for identification, images and marketing for 

developing in uniqueness. 

 

 


