
 

ISOCARP 2015  

Brussels workshop 18-20 October 2015 

Report 
 

 
Author: Alfredo Corbalan, Head of European Projects, Urban Development Agency of 

Brussels (ADT-ATO) 

 

This report was first published in the Issue 28 of Ruimte Magazine from VRP  

 

Urban renovation: from Neighborhood to Metropolis 
From 18

th
 to 20

th 
October 2015, the Brussels-Capital Region hosted the workshop dealing 

with the topic ‘How to reconcile local expectations with strong international 

challenges when renewing a city’.  

About 70 urban planners from around the world gathered to explore the issues related 

to the necessity to act at different scales and to articulate local with metropolitan, 

European and global dimensions when renewing a city. 

 

Neighborhoods, Capital, Metropolis 
Brussels is a capital city-region inspired by the inhabitants of its neighborhoods and also 
by its national and international role: Belgian metropolis, ‘Euro-city’ and also as ‘world 
city’. The development of Brussels has to meet the expectations of local inhabitants in 
terms of jobs, infrastructure, housing and other services and facilities while reflecting the 
growing importance of its international dimension.  
 
The ISOCARP 2015 Brussels workshop focused on finding the answers to the precise 

question: How to reconcile local expectation with strong international challenges when 

renewing a city. 

This theme is of special interest for the Brussels-Capital Region, because the regional 

government has decided to modify the urban revitalisation policy in order to link several 

scales of intervention and different dimensions (local, metropolitan, international) more 

effectively when renovating neighborhoods. This change in urban policy paradigm 

represents new challenges interesting to be discussed with ISOCARP experts who 

attended the Brussels workshop and the congress in Rotterdam together with the 

speakers from other European cities invited to present their urban revitalisation 

approaches.   

http://www.vrp.be/nl/ruimte-28/


 

The theme is also very relevant to the global situation that cities are facing today: i.e. 

international competition; spatial, social and economic polarisation; demand for increased 

public and private participation, neighborhood development demands; a context of 

scarcity of resources and limited access to them by different social groups. 

Therefore the workshop was an opportunity to exchange about the innovative and 

collaborative neighborhood planning methods to reconcile local needs with overall urban 

development strategies. 

Brussels meets the world 

Coordinated by the Urban Development Agency of Brussels (ADT-ATO), the workshop 

has been a co-production process between Belgian urban planner associations (CUB and 

VRP), Brussels’ regional and local authorities and universities. It has been financially 

supported by the Brussels-Capital Region and the European Union through the European 

Regional Development Fund 2007-2013 programme. 

Previous to the workshop a world-wide call for papers was launched by ISOCARP. The 

Brussels workshop theme attracted 32 accepted abstracts and 20 full papers from 

Europe, Asia, Africa and South America.  

During the workshop other European cities were also invited to present their urban 

renovation policies and projects closely linked with the Brussels workshop topic 

(Amsterdam, Hamburg, Lille-Roubaix, Flemish cities). ISOCARP experts and Young 

Professionals Planners have been also invited to give their feedback on the workshop 

presentations and papers, case study visits, during workshop breaks, and at the 

conclusions of the workshop.  

Focus on the Canal area in Brussels 

The two-day program combined 6 study-visits in the Canal area of Brussels (3 in 

Molenbeek quarters and 3 in Tour and Taxis) together with 16 expert’s presentations 

from Brussels and other European cities.  

The Canal area was chosen as a case study because the territory is representative of the 
changes taking place in several European cities and their strategies to implement 
sustainable and integrated urban development of neighborhoods. As the historic heart and 
former industrial zone of Brussels, the Canal area is engaged in a new phase of 
development in e.g. housing, economic development, public space, environment, 
business, culture, innovation. This new phase will combine in a more profound way 
renovation of the neighborhoods with a more metropolitan and international dimension. 
 
Two days of fruitful exchanges 

The participants were invited to find new approaches in urban renovation examining three 

main aspects:  

 Strategies: urban revitalisation policies (How are the methods and approaches to 

regenerating the city evolving? How can action be taken on different scales?). 

 Governance: professional knowledge and roles of actors and stakeholders 

(Which actors and what expertise must be deployed to meet the different 

expectations and needs? What are the consequences for the work of urban 

planners?). 

http://www.adt-ato.brussels/
http://www.urbanistes.be/
http://www.vrp.be/


 

 Implementation: new planning methods and urban design solutions (What are 

the changes in the way we design and renovate the city on the ground? How can 

the local dimensions be reconciled with the global dimensions when renovating 

neighborhoods?). 

First day: “urban renovation and integrated approaches at local level”  

On Monday morning 19
th
 October participants of the workshop visited projects developed 

in “Historic” Molenbeek (e.g. Cultural and Social Cohesion Centre, reconversion of the 

former Belle-Vue Brewery buildings, Enterprise Centre La Minoterie, housing project 

L’espoir, etc.).  

During the Monday afternoon plenary sessions, Mr Philippe Piereuse (Brussels-Capital 

Region), Mr Jean-François Kleykens (City of Schaerbeek) and Mrs Françoise Deville (City 

of Schaerbeek) presented the integrated and participatory approach developed in 

Brussels to renovate the neighborhoods, while Professor Andre Loeckx (KU Leuven) and 

Dr Stefan Kreutz (HafenCity University) introduced the practices developed in Flanders 

and Hamburg regions respectively. Finally Professor and urban planner Benoît Moritz 

(ULB and MS-A) explained the policy changes to be introduced in Brussels with a new 

instrument called “Urban Renovation Contract” where the Brussels-Capital Region could 

intervene in larger perimeters. 

Participants and speakers discussed about the followings topics 

Strategies: 

 The question of timing: how to coordinate several timelines from several 

projects? How to match the timing of inhabitants, planners, politics, etc. Is it 

more efficient to concentrate actions in 4 years like in Brussels - or to give 

more time like in others cities? 

 Sustainability and maintenance of infrastructures and projects once they are 

built up and no more public money is available. 

 Indicators and measures of the impact of urban renovation policies. 

Governance 

 Participation of inhabitants and interactions with experts, and policy and 

decision-makers. 

 Involvement of the private sector in financing of the neighborhoods’ renovation. 

Implementation 

 Integration of modern architecture in historic quarters. 

 Renovation or - destruction and reconstruction? 

 How to combine different uses of public spaces depending of the cultural 

backgrounds of inhabitants. 

 

In the evening during the boat dinner tour along the Canal, the Deputy CEO of the Port of 

Brussels presented some projects of the Port and afterwards the floor was given to 7 

authors of world-wide articles related to the workshop theme to present and discuss their 

papers with the participants. 

 



 

Second day: “urban renovation and articulation of different scales and dimensions”  

On Tuesday morning 20
th
 October participants visited several initiatives developed in the 

Tour and Taxis strategic zone (i.e. Brussels Environment passive building, Greenbizz and 

Tivoli projects, Parck farm, Entrepôt Royal, etc.).  

During the afternoon plenary sessions, three case studies of urban and economic 

renovation of larger sites were presented by Mrs Liselore van der Heijden 

(Westergasfabriek project in Amsterdam), Mr Jo Huygh and Mr Tom Zoellner (Abattoirs 

project in Brussels) and Mrs Julie Lattès (Union project in the cities of Roubaix-

Tourcoing). Finally Professor Dirk Schubert (HafenCity University) and Mr Kristiaan Borret 

(Brussels-Capital Region) discussed the re-use of larger strategic territories comparing 

the approaches of the IBA_Hamburg ‘Leap across the Elbe” and the Brussels Canal Plan. 

Participants and speakers discussed about the following issues 

Strategies 

 Waterfront redeployment in canal areas and city harbors.  

 Redevelopment of former industrial sites: how to combine the productive city 

and the residential city. 

 How to integrate local economic dynamics in larger urban renovation schemes. 

Governance 

 The role of private enterprise and SMEs in the re-development of local 

communities. 

 How the private sector can lead and implement a project in the renewal of large 

sites? 

 Collaborative planning and management: i.e. cooperation and the role of 

different actors and sectors and of the legislative framework, “learning-by-

doing” approach, etc.  

Implementation 

 Leveraging new construction projects to include high sustainable environmental 

standards (passive buildings). 

 The role of urban planners as ‘bridge builders’ between various stakeholders in 

a community. 

 The importance to get political support from the conception phase to the 

implementation phase. 

 

The workshop ended with the concluding remarks of the Minister-President of the 

Brussels-Capital Region, the ISOCARP international co-rapporteur and the ISOCARP 

Belgian National Delegation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Main messages from the ISOCARP 2015 Brussels workshop 
 
During the two-day workshop in Brussels, professional planners from Belgium, Europe 
and around the world explored different scenarios and solutions for cities that transform 
along with their inhabitants, while providing good quality of life for everybody.  
 
4 main messages have emerged from the workshop: 

 Innovative practices and new planning approaches are based in interactions 

between regulations, fiscal and financial issues towards institutional change, 

advocacy and international challenges.  

 

 Urban renovation policies need a global and multilevel network of governance with 

a place-based approach. 

 

 Planners need to be inter-disciplinary engaged with decision and policy makers and 

local communities to secure schemes that are both internationally competitive and 

meet local people’s needs. 

 

 (Re)construction of a city has evolved from designing blueprints to strategic 

planning as a process, which introduces territorial risk and change management 

including good quality urban design based on changing needs and demands. 
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More information about:  

 the Brussels workshop:www.bruplus.irisnet.be/en/content/urban-planners-around-

world-visit-canal 

 ISOCARP Congress: www.isocarp.org 
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